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WELCOME TO THE
VINCENT ACADEMY OF PATHOLOGY

PROF. DR. FARID MOINFAR 
Chairman, Department of Pathology, Ordensklinikum Linz/ 
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity and Director of the Vincent 
Academy of Pathology

DEAR COLLEAGUES,

It is with great pleasure and pride that I present the Vincent Academy of Pathology. My personal journey in 
the field of pathology has been profoundly influenced by opportunities to learn and exchange with experts 
and colleagues on an international level. That way, I have become a passionate advocate for the continuous 
education in the field of pathology and in this spirit I founded VAP back in 2016. I wanted to bring together the 
international world of pathology in the heart of Europe in the framework of interactive courses, fellowship-
programs, and research projects. By learning together about recent developments in our field, discussing 
actual cases and exchanging opinions and good practice we shall grow professionally and personally but 
above all, we shall improve to the benefit of our patients around the world. I would like to introduce this 
brochure as a means of information about our vision, activities and objectives but also as an invitation to join 
us on a journey of life-long learning and professional development.
Sincerely,
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WELCOME

Are you interested in expanding your expertise in pathology 
through international exchange? The Vincent Academy of Pa-
thology (VAP) was established in January 2016 as a non-profit, 
non-governmental organization. The mission of the Academy 
covers education, consultation, and research in pathology. 
The VAP collaborates with many pathology departments and 
medical faculties both nationally and internationally.
The core activity of the VAP is the organization of diagnostic 
courses with international experts who share their 
knowledge with practicing pathologists and pathologists 
in training. A significant part of the mission of the VAP is to 
make its programs accessible for pathologists from around 
the globe. Thus, the proceeds from the courses are used 
to financially support disadvantaged pathologists from 
developing countries. This allows them to attend the courses 
or to participate in fellowship/observership programs of the 

THE VAP: ADVANCING 
PATHOLOGY GLOBALLY

VAP in Linz, Austria. This approach helps create a more 
equitable and inclusive global pathology community.

THE ORIGIN OF THE 
NAME VINCENT

The name ”Vincent Academy of Pathology“ honors 
Saint Vincent de Paul, known for his dedication to 
helping those in need, including the sick, orphans, 
and the poor in the 17th century. This name reflects 
the commitment to compassionate care and the sup-
port of the Vincent Group in Austria, a coalition of 
religious hospitals established in 1995. 
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Identify the right ovarian cancer patients 
for PARPi therapy in time
With the only prospectively in Phase III studies (LoE1A) 
validated HRD test1-3

1. Ray-Coquard et al. 2019 and 2023 2. González-Martín et al. 2019 and 2023 3. Coleman et al. 2019

Find more information
about MyChoice here

With the only prospectively validated HRD test1-3 
in Phase III studies (LoE1A)

EDUCATION 04
INTERACTIVE DIAGNOSTIC 
COURSES IN SURGICAL PATHOLOGY

Are you ready to expand your expertise in surgical pathology 
with a program that seamlessly blends theory and practice? 
The Vincent Academy of Pathology (VAP) offers a comprehen-
sive and structured approach to continuing medical educa-
tion through its postgraduate courses in surgical patholo-
gy. These courses are designed to enhance both theoretical 
knowledge and practical skills.

COURSE ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE:

Preparation Phase (4 weeks prior): 
The participants receive access to digitized cases via a 
virtual microscopy tool, allowing for extensive prepara-
tion. This phase is crucial for establishing a foundation 
for the interactive discussions during the courses.

On-Site Course Phase: 
Our courses last for three days in a seminar-style format 
at the Lentos Kunstmuseum in Linz/Austria. The sessions 
feature live microscopy and a large projection screen for 
detailed visual learning focusing on diagnostic criteria, 
differential diagnoses, and potential pitfalls.

Review Phase (4 weeks post-course): 
After the course, participants have an additional four 
weeks of access to the discussed content online. This 
period allows them to re-review the discussed cases 
at their own pace.

1.

2. 3.
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» MEAT FACTORY
» DELICATESSEN CATERING STORE
» CATERING & EVENTS
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» CATERING & EVENTS

COURSE TOPICS (EXAMPLES):
•	 Diagnostic Breast Pathology
•	 Diagnostic Gynecologic Pathology
•	 Diagnostic Lung and Mediastinal Pathology
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Diffuse and Focal Liver  	

Diseases
•	 Diagnostic Gastrointestinal Pathology
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Bone Marrow
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of the Urinary System 		

and Male Genital Organs
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Head and Neck Tumors
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Core Needle and 		

Vacuum-assisted Biopsies of the Breast

•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Pancreato-Biliary Diseases
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Salivary Glands
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Infectious Diseases
•	 Diagnostic Thyroid Pathology
•	 Diagnostic Soft Tissue Pathology
•	 Diagnostic Pathology of Lymphatic Tissues

KEY POINTS:
The courses follow a consistent structure: a preparation 

phase, intensive on-site training, and a review period.

Interactive Learning: Active involvement of the participants 
in the case discussions, along with advanced diagnostic 

tools, provide a hands-on learning experience.

Blended Learning: The combination of digital preparation 
and review and the on-site/in-person course ensures most 
effective learning.

Expert Faculty: The courses are led by distinguished patholo-
gists and experts in the field, who are experienced teachers 
and offer participants important insights and guidance.
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SPEAKERS
GLOBAL INSIGHTS: OUR INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS

Farid Moinfar, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Ordensklinikum Linz, 
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity, Di-
rector, Vincent Academy of Pathology
Special field: Breast & Gynecologic 
Pathology

Mahul B. Amin, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, 
University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center, USA
Special field: Uropathology

Peter Bettelheim, MD
Professor for Hematology and 
Internal Oncology and Laboratory 
Medicine, Linz, Austria
Special field: Bone Marrow Pathology, 
Hematology, Internal Oncology and
Laboratory Medicine

Lorenzo Cerroni, MD
Associate Professor of Dermatology, 
Department of Dermatology, Director, 
Research Unit of Dermatopathology,
Medical University of Graz, Austria
Special field: Dermatopathology

Catarina Eloy, MD
Head of the Pathology Laboratory of 
IPATIMUP/ Researcher at i3S/ Affiliated 
Professor of Medical Faculty of Porto 
University, Porto, Portugal
Specialty field: Endocrine (Thyroid) 
Pathology

Hans-Peter Fischer, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Pathology & Cytology Rhein-Sieg, 
Troisdorf, Germany
Special field: Liver Pathology

Volkan Adsay, MD
Director and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Koç University Hospital, 
Istanbul, Turkey
Special field: Gastrointestinal and 
Pancreatic Pathology

Christine Beham-Schmid, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Pathology, Ordensklinikum Linz, 
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity, Linz, 
Austria
Special field: Hematopathology

Bettina Bisig, MD
Head of Molecular Pathology, 
Department of Pathology Lausanne 
University Hospital and Lausanne 
University, Lausanne, Switzerland
Special field: Molecular Pathology, 
Lung Pathology

Eva Compérat, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Hôpital Tenon, Paris, 
France; currently Department of
Pathology, Medical University of 
Vienna, Austria
Special field: Uropathology

Irene Esposito, MD
Director and Professor, Department of 
Pathology, Heinrich Heine University 
and University Hospital of Düsseldorf, 
Germany
Special field: Gastrointestinal and 
Pancreatic Pathology

Alessandro Franchi, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Translational Research, University 
of Pisa, School of Medicine, Italy
Special field: Head & Neck Pathology

Abbas Agaimy, MD
Vice-Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Universitätsklinikum 
Erlangen, Germany
Special field: Head & Neck Pathology, 
Uropathology, Soft Tissue Pathology

Sabina Berezowska, MD
Professor, Department of Pathology, 
Lausanne University Hospital and 
Lausanne University, Lausanne, 
Switzerland
Special field: Lung Pathology

Gieri Cathomas, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Kantonsspital Baselland 
– Liestal, Switzerland
Special field: Microbiology and 
Pathology of Infectious Diseases

Thomas Decker, MD
Chairman, Department of Pathology,
Dietrich-Bonhoeffer-Klinikum 
Neubrandenburg, Germany
Special field: Breast Pathology

Falko Fend, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, University Hospital 
Tübingen, Germany
Special field: Hematopathology

Diane Goltz, MD
Associate Professor, Department 
of Hematopathology, Hamburg, 
Germany
Special field: Hepatopathology

Milo Halabi, MD
Chairman, Department of Pathology, 
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity Ried, 
Austria
Special field: Microbiology and 
Pathology of Infectious Diseases

Gregor Gorkiewicz, MD
Professor of Pathology,
Medical University of Graz, Austria
Special field: Microbiology and 
Pathology of Infectious Diseases, 
Molecular Pathology

Christine Gruber-Rossipal, MD
Senior staff pathologist, Department 
of Pathology, Ordensklinikum Linz, 
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity,
Linz, Austria
Special field: Hematopathology, 
Breast Pathology
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SPEAKERS

Bernadette Liegl-Atzwanger, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Pathology, Medical University of 
Graz, Austria
Special field: Soft Tissue Pathology

Jason L. Hornick, MD
Professor of Pathology, Harvard 
Medical School, Brigham & Women’s 
Hospital, Boston. USA
Special field: Soft Tissue Pathology

Anais Malpica, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Pathology, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Texas, USA
Special field: Gynecologic Pathology

Arndt Hartmann, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Universitätsklinikum 
Erlangen, Germany
Special field: Uropathology, Head & 
Neck Pathology

Giovanni Tallini, MD
Professor of Pathology, Director of the 
Diagnostic Molecular Pathology Laborato-
ry, Surgical Pathology Attending, Bologna 
University School of Medicine, Italy
Special field: Endocrine (Thyroid) 
Pathology

Thomas Mentzel, MD
Professor of Pathology, Reference 
Center for Dermatopathology, 
Friedrichshafen, Germany
Special field: Soft Tissue Pathology

Manuel Sobrinho Simões, MD
Director and Professor,
Institute of Molecular Pathology and 
Immunology of the University of 
Porto, Portugal
Special field: Endocrine (Thyroid) 
Pathology

Vania Nose, MD, PhD
Professor of Pathology,
Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Harvard Medical School, Endocrine 
Pathology Consultant Boston, 
Massachusetts, USA
Special field: Endocrine (Thyroid) 
Pathology

Leticia Quintanilla-Martinez de 
Fend, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Pathology, University Hospital 
Tübingen, Germany
Special field: Hematopathology

Robert Soslow, MD
Professor of Pathology, Director of 
Gynecologic Pathology, Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New 
York City, USA
Special field: Gynecologic Pathology

Attilio Orazi, MD
Professor and Chairman, Department 
of Pathology, Paul L. Foster School 
of Medicine, Texas Tech University, 
Health Sciences Center, USA
Special field: Hematopathology

Luis Requena, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Dermatology, Fundación Jiménez 
Díaz, Universidad Autónoma de 
Madrid, Spain
Special field: Dermatopathology

Simona Stolnicu, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Pathology, Medical and Pharma-
ceutical University of Târgu Mure, 
Romania
Special field: Breast & Gynecologic 
Pathology

German Ott, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Robert-Bosch-Kranken-
haus Stuttgart, Germany
Special field: Hematopathology

Anja C. Roden, MD
Professor of Laboratory Medicine and 
Pathology Consultant, Department of 
Laboratory Medicine and Pathology, 
Mayo Clinic Rochester, Minnesota, 
United States
Special field: Lung Pathology

Andreas Rosenwald, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, University Würzburg, 
Germany
Special field: Hematopathology

Aysegul Sahin, MD
Professor, Department of Pathology, 
Division of Pathology/Lab Medicine, 
The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, Houston, Texas, USA 
Special field: Breast Pathology

Alena Skalova, MD, PhD
Professor of Pathology, Department of 
Pathology, Charles University, Faculty of 
Medicine in Plzen, Czech Republic
Special field: Head & Neck Pathology 

Rupert Langer, MD
Professor of Pathology, Chairman, 
Department of Pathology, Kepler 
Universitätsklinikum, Linz, Austria
Special field: Gastro-Intestinal 
Pathology

Elizabeth Montgomery, MD
Professor of Pathology, Department 
of Pathology, University of Miami 
Hospital & Clinics, USA
Special field: Gastrointestinal 
Pathology, Soft Tissue Pathology

Andre L. Moreira, MD
Professor, Department of Pathology at 
NYU Grossman School of Medicine
Director, Surgical Pathology and
Pulmonary Pathology, Department of 
Pathology, NYU Langone Health, New 
York, USA
Special field: Lung Pathology 

Stephan Ihrler, MD
Professor of Pathology, Laboratory for 
Oral Pathology, Munich, Germany
Special field: Oral Pathology, Head & 
Neck Pathology

Jesse McKenney, MD
Staff Pathologist, Cleveland
Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio, USA
Special field: Uropathology



Dr. Falk Pharma 
Anzeige kommt!

Fatteneh A. Tavassoli
Professor (emeritus) of Pathology, 
Department of Pathology,
Yale University School of Medicine, 
New Haven, USA
Special field: Breast & Gynecologic 
Pathology

Theodorus Van Der Kwast, MD
Professor of Pathology, Laboratory 
Medicine & Pathobiology,
University of Toronto, Canada
Special field: Uropathology

Lothar Veits, MD
Senior consultant, Department of Pa-
thology, Klinikum Bayreuth, Germany
Special field: Cytopathology and 
Pancreatic Pathology

Michael Vieth, MD
Chairman and Professor, Department 
of Pathology, Klinikum Bayreuth, 
Germany
Special field: Gastrointestinal Pa-
thology

Hidenobu Watanabe, MD
Professor (emeritus) of Pathology, 
Department of Pathology,
Niigata University, Japan 
Special field: Gastrointestinal Pa-
thology

Bruce M. Wenig MD
Professor of Patology, Department of 
Anatomic Pathology, Moffitt Cancer 
Center, Tampa, Florida, USA
Special field: Head & Neck Pathology 
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Als weltweit führender Anbieter von Lösungen für die anatomische Pathologie bietet Leica Biosystems 
das umfassendste Portfolio, das den gesamten Workfl ow von der Biopsie bis zur Diagnose abdeckt.

150+ Jahre Innovation

www.leicabiosystems.com

My expectations in the seminar were not only met but exceeded! 

The Vincent Academy of Pathology is unique in Europe as an 

organization which combines a diagnostic seminar with lectures 

and interactive microscopy sessions. I am very grateful that I 

could take part in this amazing seminar and widen my know-

ledge, as well as meet great international faculty members who 

were always ready to share their knowledge with us. Meeting 

colleagues from other countries and being able to exchange ex-

perience and discuss with them is something that I will cherish 

forever. Thank you very much, Vincent Academy of Pathology!
GUIRYALLA ROMASS GOURSAM, MD, 
Côte d’Ivoire

Vincent Academy of Pathology is synonymous with excellence 

in continuous medical education. They provide top-notch com-

prehensive diagnostic pathology courses covering the most im-

portant and recent topics. Moreover, they do so on schedule, 

with leading experts on each field, focused on practical clinical 

cases, with interactive methodology, and superb handouts that 

are usable in your daily routine. You cannot go wrong attending 

one of their courses.
DANIEL VAL GARIJO, MD, 
Luxembourg

TESTIMONIALS

I participated in the GI Pathology Course in April 2024, held by 

a distinguished team of instructors with great professional and 

academic skills. All participants had the opportunity to benefit 

from the fascinating cases presented by Prof. Michael Vieth and 

Prof. Rupert Langer. The organizational staff was very hospitable 

and ready to support us at all times. It was the first time I parti-

cipated in a VAP course. I am satisfied and I have registered for 

two upcoming courses. 
GENTA HYLVIU CEKODHIMA, 
MD, Albania

As the world‘s leading provider of anatomic pathology solutions, Leica Biosystems offers the most 
comprehensive portfolio covering the entire workfl ow from biopsy to diagnosis.

150+ Jahre Innovation

www.leicabiosystems.com
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LEARN AND ENGAGE: 10
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

The Vincent Academy of Pathology offers a distinctive fellow-
ship/observership program that provides an immersive edu-
cational experience in surgical pathology with a particular 
focus on breast and gynecologic pathology. The program is 
designed to enable intensive learning and collaboration at the 
academy‘s facilities in Linz, Austria. Fully trained pathologists 
from developing countries are invited to join the pathology 
department in Linz for three-month periods, commencing in 
2025. Under the guidance of Professor Moinfar and other 
esteemed professionals, the fellows participate in diagnostic 
work and join internal consultation on current and archival 
cases. By collaborating with pathologists from the Vincent 
Pathology Network and international colleagues, they gain 
valuable insights into daily practices across different settings.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
PROGRAM INCLUDE:

Learning and Collaboration: The fellowship is structured 
around interactive sessions where participants can engage 
directly with experienced pathologists, contributing to 
discussions and gaining hands-on experience in a clinical 
setting.

Cost-effective Opportunity: The program covers accommoda-
tion and meals, making it a financially viable opportunity for 
international participants from developing countries. The fel-
lows are only responsible for their travel and personal living 
expenses.

Postgraduate Diagnostic Courses:
The fellows are invited to participate free of charge in the 
diagnostic courses offered by the VAP during their stay.

Information on new fellowship opportunities, the application 
process and periods and the required documents are 
available on the VAP website.

More details can be found at: 
www.vincentacademypathology.com/fellowship-

and-observership-program



1

We focus on PLANNING, SALES, INSTALLATION, TRAINING and MAINTENANCE of future-orientated medical technology!

Together with our partner 3DHistech, we have tailor-made solutions for the digitalisation of 
slides and analysis software.

PANNORAMIC Diagnostic Scanners
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® AI-based software solutions
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LEARN AND ENGAGE: 10
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Experience the power
of PLUS
Familiar quality, improved userfriendliness

Discover the next level of performance! With our improved 
system, which is based on valuable customer feedback, we 
offer you proven staining technology, optimized workflows and 
improved liquid waste management. Experience the future of 
technology and increase the efficiency of your laboratory.

Benefit from our comprehensive 
portfolio

> 200 IVD(R) certified Antibodies

IHC/ISH, Special Stains, H&E,
Digital Pathology
as a one-stop-shop

Your needs are our top priority

Knowledge knows no limits:
Unleash your learning
potential

We support pathologists with the latest
information and training on markers and 
technologies. Discover training modules 
and research on pathology topics on our 
portal. Take advantage of our interactive 
learning content, developed by pathologists, 
for pathologists.

Roche Diagnostics GmbH
Engelhorngasse 3, 1210 Wien

VENTANA ist eine Marke von Roche.

© 2024 Roche

www.roche.at/diagnostik

For more information 
on our online learning 
offerings:

Ventana Inserat 2024 Englishc.indd   1Ventana Inserat 2024 Englishc.indd   1 02.08.2024   14:04:1002.08.2024   14:04:10
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TRANSFORMING DIAGNOSES: 13
CONSULTATION

We all know the impact a second opinion can have 
on diagnosis, treatment, and a patient‘s life. However, 
colleagues in developing countries often lack the re-
sources to consult international experts on difficult 
cases. 

To address this, the VAP offers free consultation ser-
vices for breast and gynecologic pathology. Selected 
challenging cases may be used in our diagnostic courses 
to explore potential issues and errors, for the benefit of 
both colleagues and patients.

Contact: 
Prof. Dr. Farid Moinfar
E-Mail: office@vincentacademypathology.com
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STRONGER TOGETHER: 14
THE VINCENT PATHOLOGY NETWORK

LEARN AND ENGAGE

The Vincent Pathology Network is one of the largest providers of pathological diagnostic services in Upper Austria. 
Established in 2016, the network is co-managed by Prof. Dr. Farid Moinfar, and focuses on surgical pathology, molecular 
pathology, and microbiology. It combines the expertise of the pathology departments of the Ordensklinikum Linz and 
the Hospital of the Sisters of Charity in Ried, offering a comprehensive and specialized diagnostic spectrum. This 
collaboration strengthens the oncology focus of both hospitals, ensuring optimal patient treatment.

NETWORK

CONSOLIDATED PATHOLOGICAL EXPERTISE > BETTER MEDICAL TREATMENT 

1
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Tissue-Tek Genie®

The standardized Total Solution for your 
Immunohistochemistry 

A new paradigm is needed

Despite extensive use of immuno-
histochemistry for decades, inade-
quate standardization remains a 
major challenge, even in the era of 
targeted therapy. Staining protocols 
are still largely de� ned by the indi-
vidual laboratory. The selection of 
tissue controls is largely unregulated, 
and the interpretation of the staining 
results are partly subjective.

The correct staining quality depends 
on many variables and combina-
tions. 

Optimal only – Make it simple

A new paradigm for immunohisto-
chemistry: 
With the Tissue-Tek Genie®, Sakura 
Finetek Europe has set a

new standard for tissue diagnostics 
– enabling laboratories to achieve 
consistent, optimal, and standar-
dized results every time. 

• With antibodies validated and 
   rated “Optimal” by NordiQC in 
   combination with the � xed pro
   tocols, the Tissue-Tek Genie 
   offers optimal quality
• The unique standard turnaround 
   time of 2h45min for Sakura’s Rea
   dy-to-Use and CE-labelled bio
   markers support an ef� cient 
   work� ow.
• By using the GenieOnline software 
   the entire process is optimized in 
   all areas and simpli� ed for the 
   user. 

This technology underlines Sakura’s 
mission to advance cancer diag-
nostics by providing integrated solu-
tions for anatomic pathologists and 
patients through their best-in-class 
innovation, quality, and customer 
care. 

ATC22763_Sakura_Finetek_Austria_220x305_UK.indd   1ATC22763_Sakura_Finetek_Austria_220x305_UK.indd   1 08-07-2024   06:37:2308-07-2024   06:37:23
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Vincent Academy of Pathology (VAP)
Ordensklinikum Linz – Hospital of the Sisters of Charity

Stifterstraße 1–3

4010 Linz

Austria

Tel: +43 732 7677-4921

Mail: office@vincentacademypathology.com

Internet: www.vincentacademypathology.com

Operated by:
Vinzenz Pathologieverbund GmbH

Herrenstraße 12

4010 Linz, Austria

CONTACT US


